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I Love Blue Birds and I Cannot Lie 
Bruce Ackerman 

 
What is your favorite Blue Bird? I mean a Bird that is Blue. I am 

monitoring some of the 50 Bluebird nest boxes at Ridgway State Park. 
Checking in on each box once a week, from March to July. Some of the first 
clutches have already fledged this year, by mid-May. I love our Mountain and 
Western Bluebirds! You could come along with me and see some baby 
Bluebirds.  

For some reason, we have LOTS of names for colors of Blue in Birds. 
In the US, we have Bluebirds (3 species), Blue Jays (8 species!), plus herons 
(2), teal, gnatcatcher, hummingbird, and warblers (2), all with BLUE in their 
names. Add to that Blue-Gray, Purple, and Violet species that we have in the 
US. But here are some colors of BLUE in bird names, that not everyone would 
know - Indigo, Lazuli, Cerulean, Berylline, Hyacinth, Sapphire, Azure, 
Amethyst, all are in bird names in the US or elsewhere in the world. 

Blue-colored Feathers are not actually Blue, but the color comes 
from Refraction (same as for Rainbows and Prisms). The physical structure of 
the feather causes it to refract light as blue wavelengths. Some species have 
feathers that also reflect Ultraviolet light, which birds can see but humans 
cannot. That makes their feathers even more spectacular. Continued Page 5                                      

 

Robert Ridgway (1850 – 1929) was a famous American Ornithologist (but no 
relation to Ridgway, CO). In 1867-69, he participated as naturalist on major 
western exploration trips, from California through Nevada, Utah Territory, 
and Idaho Territory, before they became states. He was Curator of Birds for 
the Smithsonian Museum from 1880-1929, a record 49 years. In 1886, he 
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Presidents’ Message 
To paraphrase the Beatles, we get by with a lot of help from 

our friends.  

One of the joys of being Co-Presidents has been to 
see the growing collaborations in BCAS to spread the awe 
of birdwatching and the education and camaraderie it 
brings. 

We have had two events in collaboration with 
Colorado West Land Trust (CWLT). The first was Cranes and 
Cocoa in December, where CWLT brought the cocoa (and 
the conserved land), and BCAS brought the cranes. Well, 
the cranes graced us with their presence in the field next to 
the viewing area, and we provided the talking heads and 
the scopes. And then this Spring, CWLT gave us an 
opportunity to tour one of their conserved properties, with 
Bruce Ackerman providing the bird commentary and 
animal tracks identification. It is wonderful to see what can 
flourish when land is conserved and protected.  

We continue to grow our connection with Friends 

of Youth and Nature (especially with Anne Janik) by 

participating in their activities to reach kids and families 

with the joys of being outdoors. Carrie Krickbaum worked 

with Ridgway schools to help first graders build bluebird 

boxes and talked about the best habitat for those boxes. 

Sheryl Radovich and Carol Howe have some summer 

programs scheduled at Ridgway State Park and are 

planning educational activities during fall bird banding 

time. And Carol Howe and Sallie worked with the Montrose 

Library on a migration program. The partners help share 

the load of program development, promotion, and 

reaching new audiences.  

And everywhere we go, folks know BCAS and want 

to work with us. So please join us to engage with our 

partners. There are lots of big and little tasks that bring us 

joy, help spread the awe of birds and protect the places 

birds (and all of us!) need. Respectfully,  

Sallie Thoreson 
Co-president 

 

Editor’s note: I highlighted every opportunity to 

volunteer listed in this newsletter in the color turquoise, so 

they stand out! As programs grow, our need for help 

grows! 

Canyon Wrenderings is the quarterly newsletter of the Black Canyon 

Audubon Society, Vol. 41, No 2. Send submissions to 

wrenderingseditor@gmail.com. 
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Would you like to volunteer? Talk to an officer 
to see where we need help and where your 
talents can be used! We always need and 
welcome volunteers. 
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Eckert Crane Days – Thank You! 
By Alida Franco, Eckert Crane Days Coordinator 

Big thanks to all Audubon Members who helped 

with Crane Days! There were so many tasks to make this 

event a success. Thanks to those who distributed posters, 

assisted with guided bird watching, room set up and tear 

down, publicity, and many other details. Things work best 

when we work together!  

Although the sandhill cranes did not know about 

the festival in their honor, they showed up and did their 

“crane thing “ on two wonderful spring days. The BBQ at 

the Western State Ranch was a big success as free food 

always seems to attract crowds. And our interactive 

session on Thursday night was great fun as we shared 

what sparked our interest in birds. Many attendees 

recounted wonderful childhood days and cherished 

people and family who enabled  us to see why birds are 

so important to them. This proved to be a great bonding 

activity for Audubon members (we learned so much 

about each other) and we added a new and very 

enthusiastic member from Paonia and had an out-of-town 

visitor from Glenwood Springs. Word is getting out.  

Thanks again to everyone.  

 

Sandhill Cranes by Alida Franco 

 

 
 

 

 

BCAS Environmental Education and 
Community Outreach Activities 
 by Carol Howe 

Volunteers from Black Canyon Audubon Society 
have been busy with various environmental education 
and community outreach activities in the past few 
months. These include two presentations on Bird 
Migration, the Earth Action Celebration, Conservation 
Days, the Fourth-grade natural resource fair and Bring on 
the Summer. Many of these are annual events and 
volunteer opportunities. Reach out to Sheryl Radovich, 
Carol Howe, or Sallie Thoreson if you would like to help in 
the future. 

Future Events 
June 6: Delta Outdoor and Safety  Day. Confluence Park. 
10:00AM -1:00PM. (Janine Reid  lead, needs 2-3 more 
volunteers). BCAS will have scopes and binoculars focused 
on Confluence Lake, osprey, and heron nests. Bird 
coloring sheets and bird buddy bracelets to give away.  
Ridgway State Park Events 

BCAS will partner with Ridgway State Park for 
several family-oriented events. If you want to help, 
contact Sheryl Radovich. In addition to the events listed 
below, Shelby Martinez, Naturalist (970.318.1799, 
ridgway.naturalist @state.co.us) is looking for volunteers 
to help with other activities. 
June 13: Sky Pilots: Birds in Flight. Pa-Co-Chu-Puk, 
Ridgway State Park. 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM. Discover the 
secrets of how our local feathered residents navigate the 
skies, from the soaring majesty of eagles to the rapid-fire 
maneuvers of songbirds. 
July 11: Grip it & Rip it: Raptor Talons and Tails. Pa-Co-
Chu-Puk, Ridgway State Park. 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM. An up-
close look at the high-performance engineering of 
nature’s most elite aerial hunters. 
August 8: Jewels of the Air: The Hummingbird’s Secret 
Mission. Pa-Co-Chu-Puk, Ridgway State Park. 9:00 AM – 
11:00 AM. This program reveals the "superpowers" 
behind the hummingbird’s impossible flight patterns and 
epic seasonal migrations. 
September 8-18: Fall Migration Bird Banding. Dallas 
Creek Area, Ridgway State Park. We need volunteers to 
run educational stations for school groups about 
migration, habitat, bird adaptations, binocular use, and 
assist at the bird banding station.  
 

 

 

mailto:ridgway.naturalist@state.co.us


 
4 

Summer 2026 Field Trips 
By Missy Siders 

All Montrose trips meet at the public parking lot 

at the corner of N. 2nd Street and N. Cascade Ave. in 

Montrose unless noted in the trip description. Bring 

snacks, water, binoculars, and a field guide. Please RSVP 

at black.canyon.audubon.fieldtrips @gmail.com and 

specify which trip(s) you are interested in attending. 

June 

Montrose: 2nd Tuesday (Montrose County) 
Tuesday, June 9 at 8:00 AM 
Leader: Bruce Ackerman 
A leader will accompany the group to a nearby birding 
hotspot. Return should be about noon. 
 

Crawford State Park (Delta County) 
Sunday, June 7, at 8 AM 
Leaders: Daniel Hagaman, Janet Panebaker 
Meet at Crawford State Park, 40468 Hwy 92, just outside 
of 
Crawford. Explore Crawford State Park’s diverse habitats 
in search of migratory songbirds, raptors, waterfowl, and 
other wildlife while learning tips for bird identification, 
behavior, and observation in the field.  
Sponsored by Crawford State Park CPW Volunteer Raptor 
Monitor Team and Black Canyon Audubon Society 

 
Billy Creek SWA with Sue Riffe (Ouray County) 
Friday, June 12 at 8:00am  
Use your musical vocabulary from the June 11 talk to 
identify bird sounds on this walk. Attendees must have a 
valid state hunting or fishing license or SWA pass available 
at Purchase license for access to State Wildlife Areas or at 
any CPW license agent. $11.96/year for seniors! There is a 
limit of 24 participants! Sign up now! 
 

Delta: 3rd Tuesday (Delta County) 
Tuesday, June 16 at 8:30 AM 
Leader: Dian Torphy 
Meet in Delta at Confluence Park in the large parking lot 
next to the lake and near the intersection of Gunnison 
River Drive and Kellogg Street (behind Bill Heddles 
Recreation Center) at 8:30 AM. We will explore the woods 
and wetlands around the park. Plan on 2-3 hours.  
 

 
 

 

Grand Mesa and beyond. (Delta/Mesa Counties) 
Saturday, June 20 at 8:00 AM 
Leader: Bill Harris. 
We will bird several locations on the Grand Mesa to see 
the high elevation birds and then head to Mesa to view 
bobolinks. After we leave Montrose, we will stop at City 
Market in Delta at 8:45 AM, then the food market in 
Cedaredge at 9 AM. This is an ALL-DAY trip limited to 12. 
 

Bluebirds at Ridgway State Park (Ouray County) 
Saturday June 27 at 9:00 AM 
Leader: Bruce Ackerman 
Meet at the Ridgway State Park Visitor Center at 9:00 AM. 
We will look in a few of the Bluebird boxes at various 
stages of nesting and fledging. We will also look for other 
birds. The Park has 50 Bluebird Boxes that are monitored 
weekly by volunteers. Ridgway State Park in June can host 
a variety of migrating birds, including ducks, gulls, 
shorebirds, and migrant songbirds. The park charges a 
$10.00/car entrance fee unless you have an annual “Keep 
Colorado Wild” pass with your vehicle registration. We 
will try to carpool with annual pass holders to minimize 
expenses. There is no charge to go to the Visitor Center, 
but you must turn left before the entrance station. Bring 
water and lunch or snacks, and a spotting scope if you 
have one. 
 

July 

Montrose 1st Tuesday (Montrose County) 
Tuesday July 7 at 8:00 AM 

Leader: Bruce Ackerman 

A leader will accompany the group to a nearby birding 

hotspot. Return about noon. 

 

Ouray Area Birding (Ouray County) 
Saturday July 11 at 8:00 AM 
Leader: Don Marsh 
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center on Highway 62 near the 
Highway 550 intersection at 8:00 AM. We will head to 
Ouray and check several locations for breeding montane 
species, including Hermit and Swainson’s Thrushes, 
Hammond’s, Dusky and Olive-sided Flycatchers, Pine and 
Evening Grosbeaks, and Western Warbling Vireos. We will 
return to Ridgway around noon. 
 

Field trips continued Page 5 

mailto:black.canyon.audubon.fieldtrips@gmail.com
https://www.cpwshop.com/purchaseprivilege.page
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Field trips continued from page 4 

Delta 3rd Tuesday (Delta County) 
Tuesday July 21 at 8:30 AM 
Leader: Dian Torphy 
Meet at Hotchkiss City Market in the parking area north 
of the store. We will carpool to Paonia River Park. Or 
meet at River Park at about 8:50.  We will walk the paths 
along the North Fork of the Gunnison River. Carpooling 
from Delta may be possible. Plan on ~3 hours. 
 

August 

Montrose 1st Tuesday (Montrose) 
Tuesday August 4 at 8:00 AM 
Leader: Bruce Ackerman 
A leader will accompany the group to a nearby birding 
hotspot. Return about noon. Simms Mesa Interpretive 
Trail on Dave Wood Road. 
 

Simms Mesa Interpretive Trail on Dave Wood Road 
(Montrose) 
Saturday August 15 at 8:00 AM 
Leader: Don Marsh 
We will walk along the trail in the ponderosa pines for a 
mile or two. Birds we might see or hear include Red 
Crossbill, Red-naped and Williamson Sapsucker, Gray, 
Dusky and Olive-sided Flycatcher, and Black-headed 
Grosbeak. Although the trail is well maintained, we 
recommend good boots with ankle support. Also bring 
water, snacks, and binoculars. We will return to Montrose 
around noon. 
 

Delta 3rd Tuesday – Grand Mesa (Delta County) 
Tuesday August 18 at 8:30 AM 
Leader: Dian Torphy 
Meet at Cedaredge Foodtown parking north of the store. 
We will carpool to Grand Mesa stopping at several birding 
spots. Plan on half a day. 

 
I Love Blue Birds continued from page 1 
 

Robert Ridgway (1850 – 1929) was a famous 
American Ornithologist (but no relation to Ridgway, CO). 
In 1867-69, he participated as a naturalist on major 
western exploration trips, from California through 
Nevada, Utah Territory, and Idaho Territory, before they 
became states. He was Curator of Birds for the 

Smithsonian Museum from 1880-1929, a record 49 years. 
In 1886, he created an Official List of Color Names to 
standardize usage in Bird and Mammal names, in a hand-
painted publication with color plates showing 186 colors. 
He codified most of the above names for colors. Because 
scientists described bird species in published black-and-
white text documents, it was important that all the 
scientists used the same standard names for colors. This 
list of colors is still the standard for any official 
description of the colors of a bird. In 1912, he published a 
revised version entitled Color Standards and Color 
Nomenclature with 1115 variations on these colors. 

 

BCAS Short notes:  

• We have some important news: Beginning in July,  
our evening programs will be presented at Baldridge 
Hall, Montrose United Methodist Church, 647 South 
1st Street, in Montrose.  

• We are sad to pass along the news that long-time 
member Betty Fenton passed away at the end of 
April. She was an avid birder and photographer and 
could often be found looking for rarities with her long 
lens.  

• BCAS will once again be auctioning Bluebird Boxes at 
the Montrose County Fair. The beautiful, clever, and 
ornate bird houses are the whimsical creations of the 
Montrose Area Woodturners and the Woodworkers 
Guild of Western Colorado, who donate them to 
Audubon. The proceeds are earmarked for our 
Audubon Education programs. Dates are Sunday July 
19 to Saturday July 25, from set-up to take-down. We 
will need some volunteers to be at the booth each 
day in Friendship Hall. Contact Bruce Ackerman if you 
can volunteer for a few hours. 
BruceAckermanAUD@aol.com  727-858-5857 

• The BCAS Board of Directors voted to purchase a 

spotting scope and tripod to use on field trips and 

other club events. Any BCAS member may check out 

the scope by texting Todd Miller at 720-257-3819. 

• The bird bander at Ridgway State Park needs a place 

to stay while he is banding birds in September. 

Contact Sheryl Radovich if you can host him.

 

 

 

mailto:BruceAckermanAUD@aol.com
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BCAS Monthly Meetings 

Thursday, June 11, 7 PM, The Field House, 25 

Colorado Avenue, Montrose 

“A Different Way of Learning Bird Sounds”  
by Sue Riffe 
Sue Riffe is the owner of She Flew Birding Tours and has 
led tours to major hotspots in the US and in Colombia, 
Mexico, Ecuador, Panama, and Costa Rica. She specializes 
in trips for women. As a retired band director and 
professional musician, she has a unique understanding of 
bird songs and how to teach them to others. Sue will help 
us explore musical vocabulary to analyze bird songs we 
hear and will introduce different ways to learn these 
songs. The next morning, you will have the opportunity to 
use your newly gained musical vocabulary to identify bird 
songs, on a field trip to Billy Creek State Wildlife Area.  
 
Friday June 12, 8:00 AM,  Birding at Billy Creek State 
Wildlife Area with Sue Riffe 
See the information about this field trip on Page 4 of this 
newsletter. 

 
Thursday, July 9, 7 PM, New location!!  
Baldridge Hall, Montrose United Methodist Church, 
647 South 1st Street, Montrose 
“Circling Triglav National Park, Slovenia” by Emily 

Schneider and Tom Wiard 

Tom and Emily spent three weeks exploring Triglav 
National Park in 2025 where they fell in love with the 
people, terrain, and birdlife. Slovenia is a global leader in 
conservation and has protected over 53% of its land. The 
country prioritizes biodiversity through strict 
management of forests, water resources, and wildlife, 
aiming for sustainable "green" tourism. 

Tom and Emily have lived in Montrose since 1987 
and had careers in medical fields. They love to travel, 
enjoying destinations in their own backyard as well as 
across the globe. 

 

Alaska Brown Bear, Ursus Horribilus, Photo by Lisa Eckert 

Thursday, August 13, 7 PM,  Baldridge Hall, 
Montrose United Methodist Church, 647 South 1st 
Street, Montrose 
“History of Alaska’s National Parks” by Lisa Eckert 
On the historical national park timeline in Alaska, 1980 is 
a pivotal year. That year, the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) was signed into law. 
Considered the Louisiana Purchase of the American 
conservation movement, it more than doubled the size of 
the National Park and National Wildlife Systems. However, 
beginning in 1910, the establishment of Sitka National 
Monument, as it was called at the time, and four other 
units set up the foundation of what was to come. 

“Touch the earth, reach the sky,” is Lisa Eckert’s 
personal mantra as she experiences the great outdoors. 
Lisa’s 37-year career as a National Park Service (NPS) 
ranger and manager took her to fourteen NPS 
assignments across the country and included five years at 
Denali NP & Preserve. Additionally, she was selected for 
an international assignment in Croatia, managed the 
national NPS training center located at the Grand Canyon, 
and was superintendent at Colorado National Monument 
and Bryce Canyon NP. She is retired in Grand Junction. 

 

Volunteer Don Marsh with students by Carol Howe 
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Conservation Conversations  
By Sallie Thoreson 
 
Are you smarter than a fourth grader?  
Maybe…Five of us from Black Canyon Audubon Society 

plus a Bio Sci Tech from Curecanti NRA, spent May 12 at 

Riverbottom Park in Montrose with fourth grade classes 

from around the area. It was part of the annual 4th Grade 

Natural Resource Festival which featured booths from 20 

different groups. At our station we talked about Gunnison 

Sage-grouse and habitat was a big part of the discussion. 

Fourth graders have studied this and can readily tell you 

about the components of habitat: food, cover, shelter and 

space, and they can tell you what these components 

mean for an individual species. Let us all keep thinking 

about habitat; check in with a fourth grader if you have 

any questions. Thank you teachers for leading the way, 

and to the students for paying attention! 

Balloons are an Environmental Concern 
By Sallie Thoreson 

 
We all like to celebrate but let us do that without 

releasing any balloons! It is so difficult to keep balloons 
properly secured outdoors. Twice over the last couple of 
months, I have seen balloons break free of their moorings 
and take to the sky! Released balloons are litter and 
pollute many environments. Balloons may be carried long 
distances. A helium balloon may reach altitudes of 5+ 
miles and fragments can travel 100+ miles on wind 
currents. Once a balloon is in the air, it can travel from 
Colorado to oceans or other waterways.  

Once in the water, a bit of brightly colored 
balloon becomes food for young birds which at best 
provides no nutrition, and at worst, can cause death 
through suffocation or starvation. Balloons that end up in 
oceans and waterways are 32 times more likely to kill 
seabirds than harder types of plastic debris. Pieces of 
balloons are among the most common types of waste 
found on beaches globally. Sea turtles and other ocean 
life have died due to balloon ingestion.  

Mylar balloons are made of coated plastic and 
metal and are not biodegradable. Latex balloons can take 
6 months to over a year to degrade. We know that 
microplastics and small particles from balloons pollute 
our air, drinking water and environment, causing harm to 
people. We are just starting to study the effects of 
microplastic pollution on birds, other wildlife, and 
humans.  

 

Dead bird in balloon string. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50838842@N06/8080500892 

 
You might think balloon releases are only a problem near 
the ocean. However, Colorado sits at the headwaters of 4 
major river systems that supply water to 19 states and 
Mexico. Balloon debris released here might not stay here 
— it may travel through our watersheds, harming fish, 
birds, and wildlife along the way. Closer to home, 
balloons that land on rangeland can be eaten by cattle, 
pronghorn, deer, and raptors.  

As an aside, it may become more difficult to find helium 
to fill balloons. In a new twist due to our global economy, 
the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has interrupted the 
transport of around one third of the global supply of 
helium. And helium is key to the operation of medical 
equipment such as MRI machines, electronics, 
semiconductors, and medical research.  

So, celebrate that special outdoor event without 
balloons. Save them for indoor events where they can 
be  responsibly discarded.  

 

 
Northern Mockingbird by Verlee Sanburg 
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Upcoming Book Club Selections 
By Sallie Thoreson 

The Black Canyon Audubon Book Club meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 3:00 p.m. Meetings 
are virtual (usually in the fall and winter) or in-person in 
Montrose (usually in spring and summer). In 2026, we are 
experimenting with hybrid meetings. Please join us, even 
if you have not read the book yet. Contact Bruce 
Ackerman at bruceackermanaud@aol.com to get the in-
person location and/or the Zoom link. The full list of 
books for 2026 is on the BCAS website at 
blackcanyonaudubon.org  

June 10. Leave It as It Is: A Journey Through Theodore 
Roosevelt’s American Wilderness by David Gessner 
(2020) 

This book tells the story of a 
road trip to revisit the wild 
places Roosevelt envisioned as 
our National Parks and why his 
efforts were so critical to our 
country both then and now. As 
well as creating five national 
parks and eighteen national 
monuments, Roosevelt set aside 
fifty-one federal bird reserves 
and four national game 
preserves, and, of course, 

created the United States Forest Service and designated 
one hundred and fifty national forests. 
 

July 8. The Wild Dark: Finding the Night Sky in the Age of 

Light by Craig Childs (2025)  

Seeking not darkness, but the 

presence of the universe, this 

master storyteller sets out to bike 

from the blinding lights of the Las 

Vegas Strip to one of the darkest 

spots in North America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug 12. The Ghost Forest by Greg King. (2023).  

The complete, well-researched 

history of how thousands of 

acres of California redwood 

trees were lost when 

politicians and wealthy 

companies manipulated the 

system while fronting as a 'save 

the redwoods' organization. 

We will both mourn and fall in 

love with these magnificent 

trees.  

 

Sept 9. The Bird Singers: How Two Boys Discovered the 

Magic of Birdsong by Jean Boucault (2025).  

This book follows two 

adolescent boys in France as 

they enter the world of bird 

singing competitions. The boys 

start as rivals, but their shared 

passion for birds develops into 

an enduring partnership to tour 

the world in concert as the Bird 

Singers. “There is poetry in the 

description of the different 

birds, from common seagulls to 

thrushes and bluethroats and 

nightingales. The Bird Singers is 

the story of an unlikely friendship, sparked by a desire to 

speak with the avian world." 

 
Motus Tower Update 
By David Sinton 

Spring migration through Montrose County has 
really picked up during the last few days. As of this 
writing, BirdCast estimates that over 2 million birds have 
crossed through Montrose County since March. However, 
our Motus tower has not recorded any tagged birds yet. 
Our Motus tower is one of six active stations on the 
Western Slope.  
Fall is the busiest time for our station. All the detections 

so far were during the months of July, August, September, 

and October. Anyone can explore the data by going to 

motus.org and using the Explore Data tool. I am   

    Continued page 9 

http://www.blackcanyonaudubon.org/
https://montrose.marmot.org/Record/.b68647311
https://montrose.marmot.org/Record/.b68647311
https://montrose.marmot.org/Author/Home?author=%22Boucault%2C%20Jean%22
https://www.motus.org/
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Motus Tower update from page 8                                   

providing a “short URL” to our station 

(https://bit.ly/4fn7RmC),  

a QR code and a table that 

shows the detections to 

date. Please let David 

Sinton know if you have 

any questions or would 

like a tour of the station. 

 

 

Species Arrival Date 

American White 
Pelican 25 Sep 2024 

Tree Swallow 08 Jul 2025 

Wilson's Phalarope 19 Aug 2025 

Wilson's Phalarope 23 Aug 2025 

Grasshopper Sparrow 24 Sep 2025 

Vesper Sparrow 25 Sep 2025 

Vesper Sparrow 24 Sep 2025 

Willow Flycatcher 17 Aug 2025 

Silver-haired Bat 28 Oct 2025 

 

BCAS Board Meeting Highlights 
By Alison Brody, Secretary  
 

The Board met on March 16th, 2026. We 
celebrated another successful and fun Annual Dinner and 
Meeting on March 5, attended by 72 people! The speaker, 
Christopher J. Preston, author of “Tenacious Beasts: 
Wildlife Recoveries That Change How We Think About 
Animals” was engaging and the talk illuminating. We 
received many enthusiastic comments about the evening 
and about Dr. Preston’s talk.   

Sallie Thoreson distributed and received 75 

signed postcards at the event in support of the  Bird 

Habitat Stewardship Act! These will be presented to 

congressmen and women by the National Audubon 

Society.  

The Board also discussed our current and future 

public educational programs. The BCAS Environmental 

Education program focuses on connecting a diverse 

community of learners with the avian world through 

public events, field experiences, and educational 

opportunities. We will continue to develop new programs 

and opportunities for members and the public to 

encourage wonder and appreciation of the natural world 

and the role of our feathered friends in natural 

communities.  

We are grateful to Alida Franco and others for a 

tremendously successful “Eckert Crane Days,” to Sallie 

Thoreson and Carol Howe for putting on a great program 

on Bird Migration at the Montrose Library, and to Sheryl 

Radovich for her thoughtful development of new 

programs. We look forward to many more successful 

events in the future! 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Todd Miller, Treasurer 

The BCAS checking account balance was 
$30,726.50 as of May 14. With the May BCAS Board 
meeting, we will be kicking off a six-week budget cycle to 
determine the budget for the July 2026-June 2027 fiscal 
year. As part of that process, the Board will determine 
BCAS priorities and ask those responsible for BCAS budget 
line items to provide updated estimates for current fiscal 
year spending and proposed spending for the upcoming 
year. The treasurer, along with the budget committee, will 
then create an overall budget for Board review and 
approval by the end of June. 

 

 
Burrowing Owl by Verlee Sanburg 

https://bit.ly/4fn7RmC
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Want to see the color 

photographs  in this 

publication? 

Help reduce the use of paper and lower 

BCAS expenses by receiving this 

publication in color via email. Send your 

request for electronic delivery in PDF 

format to 

blackcanyonaudubon@gmail.com . 

 Please remember to renew 

your membership! 

Local memberships expire December 31. 

Please pay online or by check and extend 

your membership through December 

2026. Dues paid to the Black Canyon 

Audubon Chapter stay in the chapter and 

help fund activities, public outreach, and 

more!  

Black Canyon Audubon Society (NAS Chapter D14) 
Chapter Membership Form 

Local Audubon chapter members may participate in all chapter activities, receive 

the chapter newsletter Canyon Wrenderings, and vote on chapter issues. Annual 

membership dues are $20 for individual and $30 for family membership. These 

annual dues remain local. If you are a member of National Audubon, you are 

already a member of BCAS! 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________ 

Phone (Optional): ________________________________________________ 

Email address (Required): _________________________________________ 

Enclosed: ____$20 for individual membership, ____$30 for family membership 

____ $10 for printed/mailed copies of newsletter. 

Renew online at:  www.BlackCanyonAudubon.com. 

or mail your renewal to:  Black Canyon Audubon Society  
   2520 Bridges Circle, Montrose, CO 81401 

 

mailto:blackcanyonaudubon@gmail.com
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